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SUBJECT: USITC INVESTIGATION OF TELEVISION RECEIVERS 
FROM JAPAN 

REF: (A) STATE 206627; (B) LONDON 13124 

1 . UK DEPARTMENT OF TRADE (DOT) OFFICIALS HAVE INDICATED 
THEY ARE NOT ANXIOUS TO MEET WITH ITC INVESTIGATORS, BUT 
HAVE AGREED TO AN APPOINTMENT ON AFTERNOON OF SEPTEMBER 7 
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VIEW IS THAT THE COMMISSION IN BRUSSELS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE EC'S COMMON COMMERCIAL POLICY AND IS THEREFORE THE 
APPROPRIATE "GOVERNMENTAL" AGENCY TO BE ANSWERING MANY OF 
OUR QUESTIONS. ALTHOUGH NOT SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED. DOT 
OFFICIALS APPEAR TO BE CONCERNED THAT THE INFORMATION 
COLLECTED MIGHT SOMEHOW END UP BEING USED AGAINST THE UK 
OR THAT AN UNDESIRABLE PRECEDENT MIGHT BE SET BY THE 
VISIT. 

2. SEPTEMBER 2 FINANCIAL TIMES CARRIED A SHORT ARTICLE 
BY DAVID BELL FROM WASHINGTON ENTITLED "ROW OVER TV 
IMPORTS 'INQUIRY'". MAIN THEME OF ARTICLE IS THE "DIS- 
AGREEMENT" BETWEEN ITC AND TREASURY THAT WAS "SPARKED 
OFF" BY ITC "ACTIVELY CONSIDERING SENDING TWO INVESTIGA- 
TORS TO TALK TO BRITISH AND OTHER EUROPEAN TELEVISION 
PRODUCERS ABOUT THE PRICING AND OTHER POLICIES OF 
JAPANESE TELEVISION MANUFACTURERS.” BELL REPORTS "THE 
TREASURY IS NOT CONVINCED THAT THERE IS ANY REAL DIS- 
TINCTION BETWEEN THIS (CASE) AND DUMPING, WHICH REMAINS 
SPECIFICALLY ITS RESPONSIBILITY." HE SAYS ITC COUNTERS 
THAT "IT'S INVESTIGATION WILL BE SEEKING EVIDENCE ONLY 
OF A POSSIBLE WRITTEN OR NON- WRITTEN AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
JAPANESE MAKERS TO KEEP PRICES ARTIFICIALLY LOW AND 
POSSIBLY TO DIVIDE CERTAIN MARKETS BETWEEN THEM." BELT. 
CONCLUDES THAT THE EC COMMISSION AND BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
ARE NOW IN SOMETHING OF A DILEMMA BECAUSE THEY DO NOT 
WISH TO TAKE SIDES. "THE COMMISSION APPEARS LIKELY TO 
DO LITTLE MORE THAN TALK TO THE INVESTIGATORS IF THEY 
COME, AND THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IS LIKELY TO HAVE ONLY 
UNOFFICIAL CONTACTS WITH THEM." 
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